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i 6  THE 1'0s L6BI:LL ASSUAL REPORTS, 1907.. 

COMBINED TACTICS IN INDIVIDUAL STATES, 
AIANEUVRBS, 8c .  

Anstria-Hnng.ary.t-The new Chief of the Staff took advan- 
tage of the Autumn AIanmuvres, carried out in Carinthia 
between the IIIrd and IVth Corps, to give expression to his 
views on mnneuvres. These should, according to his idea, 
run their course as directed by the commanders on both sides, 
frpm the beginning to the end of the manmuvres, without 
interference on the part of the Headquarters Staff. N o  time 
W?S fixed for the conimencement of the niovenients on each day, 
nor was any line of demarcation indicated which was not to be 
crossed by either side at the end of the day's operations. The  
uncertainty as to the progress of both sides at any given period 
made the task of the directing Headquarters Staff especially 
difficult. It was obsened that the Landwclzr divisions were 
brought u p  to the required strength by having Regular troops 
attached to them, and that Landwehi batteries of artillery were 
used for the first time. The  Corps had to utilise their 3rd 
Divisions. There is no space here to enter in detail on these 
nianmuvres, which are epitomised on p. 286 of tlie German 
Report under review. They seem to have been very instructive, 
owing to t h e  freedom allowed to  the commanders. On the 
other hand, the failure, owing to the uncertainty of each other's 
position, made it almost impossible to bring about a decision 
within the time alloived; that is, all tlie troops which were really 
available for this could not be brought into action. T h e  IVth 
Corps defended, tlie IIIrd attacked with' 3 divisions on the 
7th September. The  IVth Corps held with one division, 
strengthened by artillery, an entrenched position, while with 
its two other divisions it counter-attacked very sliilfully in flank 
the left division of the attacking IIIrd Corps. The masterly 
manner in which the Austrian leaders organised and carried out 
these kinds of counter-attacks was remarkable. The cavalry per- 
formed their reconnaissance duties with cfedit, and small bodies 
of them also managed to assist in the infantry attack. 

Searchlight detachments were used, and the telephone was 
also made use of in the field. Details of tlie organisktion of 
these are given in the Report. The XIVth Corps had a 
regularly organised train, drawn by traction-engines. Benzine 
was used, and benzine depGts established. Interesting details 
regarding these, as well as of the personal motor carriages for 
the staff, etc., are given. 

France-The maneuvres in France in 1907 tool; place near 
A n g o u l h e ,  and were carried out by the XIIIth and SVII I th  
Army Corps. T h e  ostensible independent action of the Corps 
commanders was hardly carried o u t  in practice. Both Corps 
were given attack problems to solve. Their execution on the 

t A brief firkcis of the Imperial hlanmuvres in Austria-Hungary in 
1907, epitomised from the Militur-Wochenblatt, was given on p. 1410 of 
the JOURNAL for November, 1907 (hlilitary Notes). 
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THE VOS LGEELL ASSL'XL REPORTS, 1Wj. i 7  

12th and 13th September uas hindered by the sudden abrupt 
termination of these nianceuvres to unite the two Corps on the 
14th for a united attack upon an opponent deployed in position 
on ground carefully selected long before. The  operations were 
of the cut and dried order. Some troops, who had advanced too 
far one day, were ordered back, so as not to disturb the intended 
action of the nest day, and so on. The  orders were mosr 
circumstantial, providing for probabilities and possibilities. 
Consideration for the troops ivas carried to excess. The men 
soon acquire the feeling that they redly can do no more, and 
they accordingly look upon any demands made upon them by 
their officers for further exertion as unfair. 

The cavalry \\-ere praised for their strategical reconnaissance 
\vorli. They never attacked. Their tactical reconnoitring was 
not so successful, though 12 mounted messengers were detailed 
(from the reserves) to each regiment for this purpose, and for 
keeping up  the communication with other troops. The umpires 
and assistant umpires were instructed to forbid any movement 
not strictly in accordance with the regulations. They were few 
in number, and their work was much hampered b interference 
on the part of the directing staff. On the de Y ensive many 
attempts were made by troops in advanced positions to lure 
the attacker on to ground exposed to heavy fire, especially of 
artillery, and then, when the attack was in full swing, to surprise 
him by a vigorous counter-attack in flank, carried out by a n  
infantry brigade, assisted by horse artillery. This is the so r t  
of thing any possible enemy of the French must be on the look 
out for in future. 

The provision trains of motors drawing 2 tons, doing IS 
kilometres an hour (100 kilometres a day), of the XVIIIth 
Corps answered well. 

The Report gives a short deskription of the French attack, 
which aims at  thorough co-operation .of the infantry and 
artillery. Envelopment and piercing the centre are both per- 
mitted. Their method of using their reserves seems to favour 
the latter. T h e  encounter battle is avoided a t  manmuvres. The  
cavalry is intended to attack from many directions, as oppor- 
tunities offer, with the urine blanche. They endeavour to 
mislead the hostile infantry by false movements to deliver their 
fire in a wrong direction, then suddenly to attack them from 
another quarter in a deep formation en rnusse. 

GIermany-In 1907, the VIIth Atmy Corps and the A 
Cavalry Division rnaneuvred against the Xth Army Corps and 
the B Cavalry Division, in 1Vestphalia.j- Each Army Corps 
had 3 infantry divisions. Each Army Corps had a telephone 
detachment, I battalion of heavy artillery of 4 batteries, I cyclist 
company, I balloon detachment, and a corps field-telegraph. 

t A  brief notice of these rnnnmuvres will be found on pp. 1413-14 of 
the JOURNAL for November, 1907, and the detail of the troops employed on 
p. 744 of the JOURS.IL for Junc, Igo;.-E.G. 
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78 THE VON LOBELL ANNUAL REPORTS, 1907. 

The Headquarters Staff used niotors. The cavalry divisions 
of 6 regiments and 2 batteries of horse artillery, had a machine 
gun detachment, a cavalry pioneer detachment, and half a troop 
of mounted signallers. The  VIlth Army Corps had a wireless 
telegrapliy detachment ; the S t h  Army Corps had a searchlight 
detachment. An automobile traction-train was used in each 
case for provisions. The ammunition and other supplies \VeTC 
carried in improvised supply columns. Each battalion in both. 
of the Army Corps had field-kitchen wagons attached to It,- 
which gave complete satisfaction, a c h  company having a two- 
horsed wagon, which carried one large boiler, containing 23 j 
litres (about 51s gallons) and a smaller one for coffee. 

The Report praises the conduct of these Imperial Man- 
ceuvres. I t  says that many criticisms in the Press were super- 
ficial.+ The writers praised the ‘‘klalt” of the French and the 
‘‘swing” of the British battalions, but neglected to compare 
tha weight carried and the unusual length of the marches 
made.++ The marching and discipline on the Weser were 
excellent. The short duration of these manmuvres is criticised 
in face of the prolonged fights in hianchurin. This is a matter 
of expense. - The advantage of leaders having to practise 
coming quic1;ly to decisions is not to be overlooked. T h e  troops 
have to learn a~ much as possible in the time available, and, of 
course, the effects of fire cannot be simulated. The infantry 
made a favourable impression with their characteristic German 
attack; their skill in the use of the spade on the defensive by 
no means hampered their offensive spirit. The  energetic 
advance, delay in opening fire, slight estension of the units, 
the reinforcement of the firing-line directly fire was opened, 
disposition by depth, and the rapid progress of the attack, were 
noticeable. Thd artillery deserved equal praise. Firing for 
the most part out of concealed positions, they never forgot the 
principal fire-effect before cover. Accompanying the infantry 
in the close fight was difficult, partly owing to the rapid advance 
of the latter, and partly to the ground. Telephone signalling 
and telescopes were used with g o d  effect. Though the action 
of the cavalry has been often criticised, but their good recon- 
naissance work was acknowledged. I t  has been a i d  that the!: 
showed no boldness, no decision; that they should have pro- 
tected the retreating infantry by attacking the pursuers with 
rifle fire, and so gain time. If cavalry is always told i ts  
mounted attack is hopeless and dismounted action is always 
inculcated in peace, they will rarely venture mounted attack. 
Thus  onlookers gain the impression of their indecision.” 

~ 

t T h i s  may refer especially to the severe remarks of Colonel v. Glidke, 
briefly summarised in the June No. of the J O U R N A L ; I ~ O ~  (see above). 
Colonel GHdke is a competent critic, but his strictures require to be taken. 
with a grain of salt.-E.G. 

t t S o m e  of the German Troops had to march 60 kilometres (37; miles). 
in ‘the day.-E.G. 
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THE \'ON LOBELL ANKUAL REPORTS, 1907. 70 

CAVALRY TACTICS I N  1907. 
GENERAL. 

Opinions as to the use 
of cavalry, which had, since the Boer and Russo-Japanese 
Wars, begun to spread far beyond the nations engaged in t h e ,  
have gradually changed, especially in England, which had 
nearly converted its cavalry into mounted infantry. It has been 
recognised that the latter cannot really take the place of cavalry. 
The leading cavalry opinion of all Powers, excepting Russia, 
is that cavalry must fight mounted first of all. The Russian 
cavalry alone cannot shake off its predilection for dismounted 
action. ' At the same time it is indispensable that cavalry should 
be trained to shoot well. 

In contrast with German cavalry training, the English lays 
especial stress on the ofjensive in dismounted action. The  
number of rounds carried by the German cavalry soldier does 
not admit of this. The question of supplying cavalry divisions 
with their own ammunition columns is, therefore, a burning 
one. It were xvell to follow the English example in this. The 
necessity of cavalry engaged in reconnaissance being trained 
to the use of all technical aids in the way of signalling and 
communication is increasingly evident ; but the experiments 
made with these in staff rides, etc., especially in Germany, 
show that the individual mounted messenger is still indis- 
pen sable. 

The experiment of training cavalry in the course of two 
years' service in France show how hopeless this is. Thc  
French cavalry can, therefore, hardly be expected to keep im 
to present requirements. May the German Givalry be saved 
from a like fate I 

Progress in 1907 \\-as satisfactory. 

CAVALRY IN INDIVIDUAL STATES. 
Anstria-Huwary-The new Cavalry RIusketry Instruction 

h a s  now been introduced- throughout the service. This lays 
particular stress upon the necessity for good individual instruc- 
tion and on efficient control and direction of fire. 

Decisive range now extends to 800 paces, and medium 
from 1,200 to 1,600. 

The manmuvres in 1907 in Carinthia were held in such a 
mountainous country that really the cavalry had no chance of 
distinguishing ' themselves. The squadrons attached to the 
corps and divisions were so fern in number and so entirely occu- 
pied with scouting and messenger duties, that they could not 
be employed tactically on the field of battle. The scouting was 
\\-ell done, and in the hilly country the cavalry used dismounted 
action to force some of the passes. They united their fire action 
with the cyclist and machine gun detachments. So fen were 
these detached cavalry that none could be spared as messengers 
for the infantry troops that were pushed forward. One small 
cavalry action took place near Tarnor: This was witnessed 
by Major-General Scobell, Inspector-General of British Cavalry. 
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80 THE vos LOKELL ASSUAL REPORTS, 1907. 

France-The Report goes into the MUXS of the reduced 
efliciency of the French &?\dry, owing to tlie introduction of 
the two years’ service system for the cavalry as well the 
infantry, which has been alluded to :tbove. They are 
sufficiently obvious, The prospect of the French cavalry ever 
attaining to the superiority now enjoyed by the German cavalry 
is thus diminished. The  adrantage of their permanent cavalry 
divisions is neutralised by the greater number, better armament 
(the lance), and better training of the German cavalry. The  
escellent performance of the French cavalry in Morocco has 
led t o  a discussion as  to whether this want of cavalry cannot 
be m’ade u p  by the raising of new Spahi Light Caralry. 

I t  is proposed to meet the serried onset of the German 
Lancers, which, it is alleged, can only be carried out in rigid 
lines by maneuvring. I t  is thought that if the strong German 
first line of attack be opposed by a weak front line, while the 
bulk of the force held in hand as reserves attack the German 
flanks and rear, it will be successful. 

This  is to be accomplished by certain kcltelon formati0ns.t 
1Vith)out going into these we may be permitted to doubt if a 
well-trained observant opponent would allow them to be carried 
out. However, they do not depend on maneuvring alone. 
The recent composition of thc French Cavalry Divisions in the 
autumn of 1907 show that they are beginning to value deter-, 
niination and force in attack more highly. Each cavalry 
division comprises 3 brigades (a Cuirassier, a Dragoon, and a 
light cavalry brigade). T h e  reduction of the Corps cavalry 
brigades to one light cavalry regiment is contemplated. Each 
cavalry brigade is to  have 2 machine guns attached. They 
a’re to fire from a light two-wheeled cart. Cyclist battalions will 
probably be attached to the cavalry divisions. 

Captain Barault’s new light bridging equipment was tried 
in 1907. Its advantage consists in its being composed of parts 
all easily replaced and easily put together. Each squadron has 
now t o  teach riding to  4 sappers and 5 recruits. They remain 
with their squadrong until required for combined construction 
wwrk under their officer. 

The Report gives a short account of the .French Cavalry 
Manoeuvres of 1907, and says that but little use was made of 
dismounted action. 

It was anticipated that all the eight cavalry divisions umuld 
carry out cavalry manocuvres in 1908, to test the new organi- 
sation. 

Oermany.-In 1907, especial attention was given to thorough 
training in reconnaissance, in order to make those t r o o p  who 
could not take part in manCeuvres acquainted with the te$inicil 
auxiliary services (wireless and lamp signalling, motor and 
traction engines, etc.), which are now made use of. 

*See the REPORTS for 1906, p. 1375, of the JOURSAL for November, 
19o7.-E.G. 
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THE VOS LOBELL ANNUAL REPORTS, 1907. 81 

The cavalry musketry instruction has been brought into 
line with that of the infantry. If our cavalry were furnished 
with a better weapon,-f and given rounds of rifle ammunition 
to carry on a long fire-fight, the present prejudice against dis- 
mounted action would soon give way. I t  is necessary to 
encourage our cavalry to make more frequent use of the rifle. 
The  cavalry spirit is far too deeply ingrained in our horsemen 
to fear that the rifle will’ ever supplant the lance; but he must 
not, when dismounted, b e  ever longing to jump on his horse 
again, nor should his action be limited to a brief defensive and 
timely retreat. 

Views as to the employment of machine guns with inde- 
pendent cavalry are given on the cover of the “ Regulations.” 
During the cavalry fight the machine guns, unless compelled 
by the rapid course of the action to take position wherever they 
are, should move forward and to a flank of the cavalry formation. 
’They should first fire at the hostile cavalry, then at its guns. 
During the action and in pursuit they should act against the 
flanks and rear of the hostile force. Machine guns must  always 
work in pairs not singly. 

The Report goes into details of the various cavalry man- 
ceuvres held in Germany in 1907, which we have not space to 
translate here. The Imperial hlanmuvres in 1907 offered no 
opportunities for thorough cavalry reconnaissance, as the hostile 
infantry divisions were brought into contact on the very first 
day. But this gave‘good practice for cavalry tactical employ- 
ment on the battle-field, which mas taken good advantage of. 
I t  proved how suitable cavalry is for staying the advance of 
hostile infantry columns, especially by the fire-action of its 
artillery and machine guns. 

The tactical reconnoitring on the field was not considered 
satisfactory. The  experience pyeviously gained, that flag 
signalling with mobile cavalry divisions in the field took too 
long, owing t o  the time picking up  stations involved, was 
confirmed. 

Great Britain.-The race between the nrnte blnnche and the 
carbine has ended in the victory of the former. “Cavalry 
Training, 1907,” gives expression to this. T h e  British cavalry, 
which was on the point of being turned into mounted infantry, 
may welcome this fact with satisfaction. 

The-Report quotes a t  length from the above book in con- 
firmation of this view. I t  says that, owing to the organisation 
of “Protection Cavalry,” the task of the divisional cavalry is 
lightened, so that the distribution of only 2 squadrons of 
Yeomanry to each infantry division is not so sparse, divisional 
cavalry being only required to perform the reconnoitring duties 
within short reach, and to furnish messengers. They are not 
Equired for tactical action in close bodies. The  English Regu- 

+The German carbine in use is far inferior to the German infantry 
rifle.-E.G. 

1’014 LIII. F 
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S Z  THE VON LOBELL ANNUAL REPORTS, 1007. 

lations attach value to  ojjensive action when dismounted. The  
new “ Training ” is certainly a step in the right direction, and 
marks progress. T h e  Report epitomises very briefly Sir  Ian 
Hamilton’s Report on the improved cavalry action in 1907. 

Russia.-The report of cavalry progress in Russia is very 
brief. There are signs, it says, that, notwithstanding. the pre- 
dilection in Russian cavalry circles for dismounted fighting, 
there is a reviva! of the u m e  bInnche party even for action 
against infantry. AIounted attack w.~,  therefore, once more to  
the front in the great manceuvres held at ICrassnoje-Spelo, when 
the Czar was present, and the Grand Duke Nicholajewitch 
commanded on the 22nd August, 1907. There v’as no oppor- 
tunity for cavalry reconnaissance on an extended scale, owing 
to the short distance between the contending troops at starting. 

The cavalry staff rides were held in June, 1907, under the 
direction of General Ostrogradski, in Podolia. 

In  the Iizrssiait Cavalry ] o i m a l ,  1’01. 7, 1907, appeared an  
article on “ The Russian Cavalry in the W a r  against Japan.” 
In Vol. 17, one on “ The Don Cossacks as Despatch Riders in 
the Russo-Japanese War.” 

FIELD A R T I L L E R Y  TACTICS, 1907. 
GENERAL. 

The chief events affecting FIELD ARTILLERY in the year 
1907 are the issue of the ‘German Field Artillery Training of 
26th March, 1907, and the impending increase of the French 
field artillery as described in the reports on these States. 

The  solution of t l k  field artillery tactical questions .in 
Germany followed the course indicated as probable in the VON 
LOBELL REPORTS for 1906. Among critical questions was that 
of covered or open artillery positions. This is still discussed, 
though our new Regulations decide it, as far as Germany is 
concerned. Then that of 4- or 6-gun field batteries; the part 
field-howitzers and heavy artillery have to play ; the co-operation 
of infantry and field artillery ; reconnaissance and observation : 
the communication of information and orders in action ; use of 
ammunition and its supply in action; aiming out of covered 
positions; infantry support; the armament of gunners, etc. 
Then also the qu.estion of field practice with live shell, the 
indication during manceuvres of what bodies are being fired on, 
etc. W e  brought to the notice of our readers two years ago 
the experiences gained in the Russo-Japanese War. No great 
changes are to be noted, but these have, since then, found 
expression in the framing of the recent regulations of most 
Powers. 

FIELD ARTILLERY IN INDIVIDUAL STATES. 
Anetria-HnnparS..-The Report mentions the issue of new 

Field and Mountain Artillery Training Regulationsf- :-Field 
t“ Exercir-Regleriient ” fiir die K.K. Arfillerie ZZZ. Teil. Heft  2 ,  3 ,  4, 

IViciz, Hof i d  Stnntsdrtrckerei, 1907, Kr. z.So.-E.G. 
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THE \‘ON LOBELL AXSU.\L REPORTS, 1907.  63 

howitzers, mountain guns,  artillery in action, etc., and goes 
into details of these various services. In war the fighting bat- 
tery of field Iroiaitsers consists of 6 howitzers, each with its 
ammunition wagon, I telephone wagon, and G ammunitibn 
wagons (2nd Line). 1Iie animunition colutnn has j wagons. 
The baggage train has I wagon. In peace only 4 howitzers 
are equipped. The half-section consists of I howitzer and I 
ammunition wagon. The ammunition wagon’s place in action 
is S metres behind and 2 metres to the right of the gun-limber. 

‘l’herc are j gunners with each howitzer, and 3 with each 
ammunition wagon. The  trot is the usual pace when under 
fire; on favourable ground the gallop may be used for short 
distances. The  kinds of fire are “ Battery fire ” and ‘ I  Section 
fire,” ‘ I  Group fire ” and Fire of single guns 
with different degrees of elevation and lateral trailing. The  
regulations for scouting, preparation and opening of fire, are 
similar to the German. I t  depends on circumstances whether 
the telephone wagon is taken into the firing line or not. The 
2nd Line of wagons is placed 500 metres behind the battery. 
Two batteries form a division; 2 divisions = I regiment. 

The ?noztntaiit battery has 4 guns, each having I common 
shell and I shrapnel mule. Then a 1st Line of 8 shrapnel and 4 
common shell mules, a 2nd -Line of 7 shrapnel mules and I 
common shell mule, 9 provisions, I horseshoe, and 4 forage 
and equipment mules, also 1 1  mules for officers’ baggage, 
bread, meat, and field kitchen. Lastly, a bagpige train of j 
mules carrying the men’s baggage and forage. 

The organisation is similar t o  that of the field howitzers. 
The Report gives long estracts from the regulations as to 

conduct in action, which there is no space here to reproduce. 
-4s objectives for fire those are to be chosen, the destruction of 
which would most further the success of the chief arm. Success 
is to be sought by the skilful combination of direct and indirect 
fire according to the requirements of the moment. The field and 
mountain batteries are to be used in tho& mses where heavy 
artillery, owing to its less mobility, and the difficulty of bring- 
ing up its ammunition are not available, and also to combat 
unarmoured fortress artillery by direct and enfilade fire, using 
the latter also to  support the attacking infantry from a flank. 
In defence they are to be used in like manner, and enfilade 
hostile trenches, etc. 

France.-On the 1st October ;I new issue of Field Artillery 
Training (last edition 1903) was made. 

According to the project of the W a r  Minister for the in- 
crease of the French artillery, there are to be : 729 field batteries, 
18 “ Rimailho,” 14 mountain batteries and rG horse artillery 
batteries in France and r j  field, 4 mountain batteries in Algeria, 
etc. This means a total increase of 297 batteries. The field and 
horse artillery batteries have 4 guns,  the “ Rimailho ” 2 guns 
e x h .  This will bring the number of g u n s  in a n  Army Corps 
up to 144, like the German. The  effect of this increase is the 

I .  

Scatter fire.” 

F 2  
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84 THE vos LOBELL ANNUAL REPORTS, 1907. 

greater owing to the deduction of the 4th Battalion of the 
infantry regiments, so that the proportion of guns per I,OOO 
infantry will be no less than in the German Army. The  heavy 
artillery of an army is not included in the corps, but is “ army 
artillery ” at the disposition of its commander. It is generally 
intended for use against strong entrenched positions, etc. 

Germany-The Report gives full details of the new issue of 
Field Artillcry Tmining.-f ‘‘ Group fire ” is introduced; each 
gun fires a s  rapidly as possible, by order of its officer, a certain 
number of successive shots given at the distance indicated by 
the battery commander. A good position and stability are 
requisite for each gun. \Vhen possible ’the protection afforded 
by the shield is to be increased by earth throivn u p  between the 
shield and the ground. The battery consists of G guns and 6 
ammunition wagons. Each gun with its wagon are in action 
under a leader. On the march “ double column ” is formed to 
shorten the length of the column, i.c., each g u n  has its wagon 
alongside it. 

The main task of the artillery is to furnish the most efficient 
support to the infantry. The mass of the artillery shourd be 
early on the field of battle, and ready for action. In the first 
place artillery units not included in divisions must be disposed 
of, so that tbey may come effectually into action a s  required 
by the situation without loss of time. Disposition by groups 
is preferable to long lines of guns. 

Open and half covered positions favour early opening of 
fire. Quick change of objective and firing a t  troops in motion. 
Covered positions necessitate good observation points. To 
support infantry effectively and bring about a decision half- 
covered or even positions in the open are best. Firing over the 
heads of one’s own troops cannot be avoided. If they have 
passed 300 metres beyond the muzzles of our g u n s  and up to 
300 metres of the enemy’s position, it is safe. Then the g u n s  
must move forward. Officers with good field glasses should be 
sent forward with the 1st Line, to indicate by signal the distance 
it is from the enemy, etc. The officer commanding the artillery 
should send forward some mounted artillery officers with the 
cavalry before an action to reconnoitre special points on which 
he requires information before he himself goes forward for this 
purpose. 

The new “Instructions for Firing,” dated I 5th May, 1907,i-f 
are a great improvement on those of 1899. Every improvement 
proposed by our o x n  specialists, or observed in the practice 
of other armies, has been carefully examined, tried, and, where 
desirable, embodied in our new regulations. Care must be 
taken not to prolong group-fire, if likely to lead to waste of 
ammunition. Rapid-fire is only to be used when great losses 

tExercir-Reglenient jiir die Feld-Ariillerie, 26 MSrz, 1907. Berlin : 
AIittlcr Sohn. hl. 1.40.-E.G. 

ttSclziess-Porsclzift jiir die FeId-Artillerie. Berlin : E. S. )littler 
Sohn. 1.0; hIk-E.G. 
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endanger the regular service of the battery or in great emergency. 
Technical details of different kinds of fire to be used under 
various circumstances are given.+ 

Japan.-l‘he Japanese artillery received their new Field 
Artillery Training at the end of xgoG. The experiences of the 
last war were embodied in these instructions. The  main object 
to be .attained is thorough co-operation of_ the infantry and 
artillery. Covered positions have proved disadvantageous in 
war, and should, therefore, only be chosen when absolutely 
necessary. The intervals between the g u n s  are to be increased. 
Supporting batteries are to  accompany assaulting infantry up 
to within decisive distance. Rapid fire is to precede the assault; 
constant communication with the infantry is to be kept up by 
every available means. Field messengers, connecting files, 
megaphone, etc. Batteries with protecting shields and well 
entrenched infantry can only be reached by high-angle fire. 
Change of position is only to be made when unavoidable. A 
silenced opponent is still to be kept under by slow fire. The  
regulations recommend firing on the staff, on balloons, field 
observatories, machine guns, and searchlights, and even firing 
at night. Signalling during the fight is abolished, and certain 
movements in section column. 

Russia.-The Report has little to say regarding artillery 
progress in Russia, beyond giving a very brief .~kszrn~c! of the 
Grand Duke Nicholaewitch’s Annual’ Report on the troops in 
his district (St. Petersburg), in which he says that, thanks to 
the comprehensive spirit shown of the new regulations, good 
a’rtillery progress has been made, and the shooting much 
improved. They were beginning to utilise ground better, and 
to fire to good purpose at  suitable objectives. In the modern 
battle with dispersion by groups it is indispensable to link up  
the batteries-with the artillery staff and commander by means of 
the telephone, etc. Horse’artillery must  advance more rapidly 
and well to  the hostile flank, 90 that they may be able to harass 
the enemy by their fire up to  the last moment, before their own 
cavalry comes in contact with them. 

In his remarks on the war games held in hlarch and April, 
1907, in the district, lie said that neither the commanders of 
detachments or the general staff officers had mastered the modern 
ideas as to the proper use of artillery. “ T h e  complicated 
technicalities of this arm, its eminent importance in the modern 
battle, and the recent changes in its tactical employment, require 
careful study, demanding time and close application.” 

+The estraordinary number of brochures, guides, and handbooks 
explaining in short or extended compass the new regulations published 
in Germany, shows how eagerly German officers study their profession. 
Many of these deal especially with the co-operation of infantry and 
artillery, and are well worth the attention of our officers. They are mostly 
quite inexpensive.-E.G. 

(To bc corttinlled.) 
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